
Parish Life Coordinators
Biographies

Black, Barbara, MS 
2322 N. 13 1/2 St., Terre Haute, IN 47804-2420
812-466-1231, Fax: 812-466-9683
E-mail: barb@shjth.org

Born September 23, 1955. Married August 19, 1978, to Lee 
Black. 1980, teacher at St. Patrick School, Terre Haute; 1992, 
director of religious education, St. Patrick, Terre Haute; 1998, 

coordinator of religious education, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Terre Haute; 2002, 
principal, Annunciation School, Brazil; 2005, pastoral associate, Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, Terre Haute; 2007, pastoral associate, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Terre 
Haute, and director of religious education, St. Benedict, Terre Haute; 2010, 
parish life coordinator, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Terre Haute. 

Blandford, Deacon Kerry, MS
4052 E. 38th St., Indianapolis, IN 46218-1444
317-546-1571

Born June 27, 1955. Married December 17, 1977, to Rebecca 
(Hoff) Blandford (4 children). Ordained, June 28, 2008. 1977, 
Indianapolis Public Schools; 1978, Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School, Indianapolis; 1984, principal, St. Roch Catholic School, 

Indianapolis; 1994, adjunct instructor, Indiana University School of Education, 
IUPUI campus; 1995, catechist, St. Simon the Apostle School, Indianapolis; 
2008, St. Mark the Evangelist, Indianapolis, Village Oaks at Greenwood for 
the ministry of charity, and associate director of deacon formation while  
continuing as catechist, St. Simon the Apostle School, Indianapolis; 2011, 
director of deacon formation, while continuing at St. Mark the Evangelist, 
Indianapolis, and Village Oaks at Greenwood for the ministry of charity, and 
catechist, St. Simon the Apostle School, Indianapolis; 2012, part-time parish 
life coordinator, St. Andrew the Apostle, Indianapolis, while continuing as  
director of deacon formation, and at Village Oaks at Greenwood for the  
ministry of charity.
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Ernstes, Sr. Christine, OSF, MRE
2081 E. County Rd. 820 S., Greensburg, IN 47240-9636
812-591-2362, Voice Mail: 8080, 
E-mail: icchurchm@gmail.com

Born November 16, 1940. Final religious profession in the 
Congregation of Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis  
(Oldenburg), August 12, 1967; 1963, elementary teacher and prin-

cipal, Missouri, Montana, Ohio, and Indiana; 1974, director of religious education, 
St. Gabriel, Connersville; 1979, director of religious education, St. Athanasius,  
Roseville, MI; 1983, sabbatical; 1984, financial aide/business office, Marian  
College, Indianapolis, and student, Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis; 
1986, pastoral associate, St. Philip Neri, Indianapolis; 1988, assistant to the  
treasurer, Marian College (now Marian University), Indianapolis; 1993,  
pastoral associate/director of religious education, St. Mary of the Immaculate  
Conception, Aurora; 1995, parish life coordinator, Immaculate Conception,  
Millhousen, and St. Denis, Jennings County; 2001, reappointed parish life coordi-
nator, Immaculate Conception, Millhousen, and St. Denis, Jennings County; 2007, 
reappointed parish life coordinator, Immaculate Conception, Millhousen, and  
St. Denis, Jennings County; 2013, reappointed parish life coordinator, Immaculate 
Conception, Millhousen, and St. Denis, Jennings County.

Flavin, Sr. Eileen, CSC, MPS
P.O. Box 577, Nashville, IN 47448
812-988-6995

Born February 21, 1943. Final religious profession in the 
Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Cross, August 15, 1969. 
1966, teacher and religion program coordinator, Most Holy 
Redeemer, Evergreen Park, IL; 1970, teacher, St. Vincent, 

Elkhart; 1971, teacher, St. Mary, Anderson; 1972, parish minister and school 
coordinator of religion, Holy Redeemer, Burton, MI; 1976, director of non-
school religious education, St. Bernard, Millington, MI;1978, coordinator of 
school and non-school religion programs, Basilica of St. Adalbert, Grand  
Rapids, MI; 1981, assistant to the director of studies abroad program in Rome, 
St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame, IN; 1983, ministry with the elderly, St. Mary, 
Michigan City; 1987, superior and administrator, Our Lady of the Holy Cross 
Convent, South Bend; 1993, lay ministry coordinator, Most Holy Name of 
Jesus, Beech Grove; 1995, parish life coordinator, St. Peter, Franklin County; 
2000, elected Area V Coordinator, Sisters of the Holy Cross, Notre Dame, IN; 
2005, parish life coordinator, St. Agnes, Nashville; 2011, reappointed, parish 
life coordinator, St. Agnes, Nashville.



Gerth, Sr. Shirley, OSF, EdM, MA
8874 Harrison St., P.O. Box 17, Napoleon, IN 47034
812-852-4237

Born July 16, 1944. Final religious profession in the 
Congregation of Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis 
(Oldenburg), August 12, 1967. 1964, teacher, St. Joseph, 
Princeton, IN; 1966, St. Rita, Indianapolis; 1969, St. Joseph,  

Kansas City, KS; 1971, St. Louis, Batesville; 1974, pastoral associate, St. Mary, 
North Vernon; 1984, St. Mary, Greensburg; 1987, St. John the Evangelist, 
Enochsburg; 1991, parish life coordinator, St. Anne, Hamburg, St. John the  
Evangelist, Enochsburg, and St. Maurice; 1994, reappointed parish life  
coordinator, St. Anne, Hamburg, St. John the Evangelist, Enochsburg, and 
St. Maurice, St. Maurice; 1995, parish life coordinator, St. Rose, Knightstown, 
and St. Anne, New Castle; 1998, reappointed parish life coordinator, St. Rose, 
Knightstown, and St. Anne, New Castle; 2001, reappointed parish life  
coordinator, St. Rose, Knightstown, and St. Anne, New Castle; 2007, 
reappointed parish life coordinator, St. Rose, Knightstown, and St. Anne, 
New Castle; 2010, parish life coordinator, St. Maurice, Napoleon; 2013, parish 
life coordinator, St. John the Baptist, Osgood, while continuing as parish life  
coordinator, St. Maurice, Napoleon.

Miller, Sr. Joan, OSF, MM
4218 E. Michigan Road, Shelbyville, IN 46176
317-398-4028 email: joanm1213@gmail.com

Born December 13, 1943. Final profession in the Congrega-
tion of the Third Order of St. Francis (Oldenburg), August 12, 
1967. 1963, teacher, Our Lady of Lourdes, Indianapolis; 1964, 
St. Wendel, Evansville, IN; 1969, St. Anthony, Evansville, IN; 

1970, St. Lawrence, Indianapolis; 1971 St. Mary, Evansville, IN; 1973,  
pastoral associate, St. Mary, Evansville; 1984, Good Shepherd, Evansville; 
1986 St. Joseph, Dale, IN, and St. Nicholas, Santa Claus, IN; 1988, St. John 
the Evangelist, Daylight, IN; 1993, CPE Chaplaincy, Deaconess Hospital, 
Evansville; 1994, pastoral associate, St. Anthony, Evansville; 2004, vocation 
director for the Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg, IN; 2013, parish life coordi-
nator, St. Vincent de Paul, Shelby County.
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Slobig, Sr. Joan, SP, MS, MA, Licentiate in Clinical
Psychology (PsyD)
P. O. Box 155, St. Mary-of -the-Woods, IN 47876 
812-535-1261

Born January 21, 1943. Final religious profession in the 
Congregation of the Sisters of Providence of St. Mary-of-the-
Woods, May 3, 1975. 1968, teacher, Immaculata Preparatory 

School, Washington, DC; 1969, teacher, librarian, Providence-St. Mel High 
School, Chicago, IL; 1971, admissions coordinator, St. Mary-of-the-Woods 
College; 1975, director of instruction, Mother Theodore Guérin High School, 
River Grove, IL; 1977, graduate studies, Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome, 
Italy; 1980, director of formation, Sisters of Providence, instructor of 
psychology and theology, St. Mary-of-the-Woods College; 1991, graduate studies, 
Washington Theological Union, Silver Springs, MD; 1994, therapist, Samaritan 
Interfaith Counseling Center, Naperville, IL; 1996, general councilor, Sisters of 
Providence; 2001, sabbatical; 2002, administrator, St. Ann Clinic, Terre Haute, 
IN; 2005, parish life coordinator, St. Mary-of-the-Woods (Village),  
St. Mary-of-the-Woods, and St. Leonard of Port Maurice, West Terre Haute; 
2011, reappointed parish life coordinator, St. Mary-of-the-Woods (Village), 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods, and St. Leonard of Port Maurice, West Terre Haute.

Woodard, Deacon Russell B., BA
102 N. 19th St., New Castle, IN 47362
765-529-3395
E-mail: rbwoodard@ameritech.net

Born December 22, 1961. Ordained, June 23, 2012. 1986-1988, 
youth ministry coordinator, Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
Indianapolis; 1988, maintenance director, Urban Parish 

Cooperative; 1993, associate director of management services, Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis; 1999-2010, operations technical support manager, IUPUI Campus 
Facility Services; 2009, deacon candidate; 2010, parish life coordinator, St. Anne, 
New Castle, and St. Rose of Lima, Knightstown. 

247


